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Expert Statement Sheet – Go Global San Diego 
 
Regional experts have commented on various aspects of Go Global San Diego (please refer to complete 
press release, for backgrounder about the initiative): 

 
 
Kevin Faulconer, Mayor, City of San Diego 

 “Opportunities and innovation abound in San Diego and it’s time to tell the world. With so much 
creative talent in life sciences, cyber technology, clean technology and blue technology, we have 
to begin to discuss ways to think beyond just California and how we can make a real impact on 
the world. This initiative serves as the launching pad for our movement to bring international 
leaders directly to San Diego and help us Go Global.” 

 

Thella Bowens, President & CEO, San Diego County Regional Airport Authority   

 “Nonstop air service to vital destinations such as London, Tokyo and beyond are crucial to San 

Diego companies that need to have a fast, efficient and cost-effective way to personally connect 

with their overseas customers, clients and partners. The strong economic benefit that 

international flights bring to the San Diego region cannot be overstated.” 

 
Mark Cafferty, President & CEO, San Diego Regional EDC 

 “The goal of today’s summit is to ignite San Diego’s global momentum. We view San Diego 
companies as an extension of who we are; when one of our local companies – such as  
Qualcomm or Illumina – opens an office in an international market, we see it as a competitive 
opportunity, not a threat.” 

 
Brennon Crist, Managing Director, Market Manager - San Diego, Middle Market Commercial Banking, 
Chase  

 “JPMorgan Chase is proud to be a part of the development of the Global San Diego plan. 
International trade and investment represents a promising path for our locally based businesses 
to create jobs and grow our economy.”  

 
Pradeep K. Khosla, Chancellor, UC San Diego 

 “UC San Diego contributes to our region’s global competitiveness through our mission of 
education, research and service. Every day, we prepare thousands of students to become next-
generation leaders, thought innovators, problem solvers and global citizens.  As the third largest 
employer in the region, UC San Diego is home to award-winning faculty at the forefront of their 
fields, who attract more than $1 billion in research funding every year to San Diego and who 
translate their discoveries into real-world applications that improve and save lives.  With more 
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than $3.8 billion total revenues, and over 650 companies launched by UC San Diego alumni, 
faculty and staff, UC San Diego is an economic engine that helps to drive the future of our 
region.  We applaud the San Diego Regional EDC for its leading role in maximizing our region’s 
global competitiveness and look forward to San Diego’s Global Summit.” 

 
Joe Panetta, President & CEO, Biocom 

 “San Diego and Southern California is a region that offers the perfect climate for life science 
innovation because of its uniquely collaborative spirit, high concentration of world-class 
research institutions and its strong foundation for company creation and development. We look 
forward to increasing our global awareness as a life science leader and promoting all that San 
Diego has to offer.” 
 

 
Dan Malcolm, Chairman, Port of San Diego 

 “New data released just yesterday confirms the Port of San Diego is indeed an economic engine, 
pumping $7.6 billion into the San Diego region. We are very focused on engaging strategic global 
markets, enhancing our infrastructure to support future growth, and boosting San Diego’s 
presence on the world stage.”  
 

 
Don Rosenberg, Executive Vice President, Qualcomm 

 “As the Brookings report shows, the San Diego economy is a textbook example for how you 

leverage strong educational institutions and an innovative culture to become globally 

competitive and create jobs locally. It’s the city’s breakthroughs in sectors like life sciences, 

defense technology and wireless communications that have been key to competing around the 

world and attracting foreign investment to San Diego.” 

 
 
For general inquiries, please contact Sarah Lubeck,  619-361-1437; sl@sandiegobusiness.org  
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